


FACTS ABOUT JACKALS

Species: Black-backed Jackal (Canis mesomelas)

Male Female
Height 16 in 15in
Weight 22 Ib 18 Ib
Weight at Birth 7 0z 7 0z
Age at Weaning 2 months 2 months
Age at Maturity 12 months 8 months
Gestation Period 2 months
Number of Young 2-6
Lifespan 10 years 10 years

Jden*ifica*ion. Not unlike a European fox, though larger and taller, the black-backed jackal
is easily distinguished from other jackals by the broad black-and-white patch over its back, which
is clearly defined from the yellowish covering on the flanks and legs. It has a bushy tail with a
black brush and large, pointed, erect ears.

Habira¥: Open grassland and lightly-treed country.

Habi+s: Jackals are common all over Africa. They are mostly nocturnal and their distinctive,
rather friendly howling call can often be heard at dusk or just after. They are very wily animals
and run quickly and lightly. They live with a mate or alone; and hunt from a lair.in a sheltered
hole, usually near water.

They are “true” dogs, with five toes on the front feet and four on the back. Some zoologists
believe many domestic dogs are descended from them.

Die+: Jackals scavenge and hunt. They eat such things as small rats, ground-nesting birds
and their eggs and chicks; reptiles, fat insects and fruit. They will also kill newly born antelopes
left unattended by the mother; and attack young livestock, so farmers regard them as pests to be
shot, though they have their good side, keeping down pests like rats. They are often seen
waiting for lions to finish eating so they can clean up the remains. The more venturesome will try
and dart in to steal tidbits from under the lion’s nose! Their clever ways have been the subject of
many tales throughout Africa.

Breeding: Usually no more than six pups are born. The parents hide them in holes in the
ground and crevices in rocks. Both parents forage at the weaning stage and provide them with
regurgitated, semi-digested food.



